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TRIAL PANELII (“Panel”), pursuant to Articles40(2) and 6(f) of
Law No. 05/L-053 on Specialist Chambers and Specialist Prosecutor’s Office
("Law”) and Rules 81(1)(a), 113(1), 114(1) and (4)(a) of the Rules of Procedure and
Evidence before the Kosovo Specialist Chambers ("Rules”), hereby renders this

decision.

I.  PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

1.  On [REDACTED)], the Pre-Trial Judge granted [REDACTED] application and

admitted the victim to participate in the proceedings.!

2. On 17 March 2025, Victims” Counsel filed a notification informing the Panel
that [REDACTED] wished to withdraw as a victim participating in the

proceedings (“Notification”).2

II.  SUBMISSIONS

3. Victims’ Counsel submits that [REDACTED] no longer wishes to continue to

participate as a victim in the proceedings due to safety concerns [REDACTED].?

4. Victims” Counsel also submits that [REDACTED].*

II. APPLICABLE LAW

5. The Panel notes that the Rules do not expressly provide for the possibility for

a victim authorised to participate in the proceedings to withdraw their

1 [REDACTED]

2 F03022, Victims’ Counsel, Victims’ Counsel’s Notification of Withdrawal from Participation as a Victim of
[REDACTED)], 17 March 2025, strictly confidential and ex parte, with Annex, strictly confidential and ex
parte (a public redacted version was filed on the same day, F03022/RED).

3 Notification, paras 1, 5, 8; Annex to the Notification.

* Notification, para. 6.
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participation. Nevertheless, in accordance with Rule 113(1), participation as a
victim in proceedings before the Specialist Chambers must be understood as
voluntary.® In addition, Rule 114(4)(a) provides that, under the control of the
Panel, Victims’ Counsel may make oral written submissions whenever the

personal interests of victims participating in the proceedings are affected.
IV. DISCUSSION

6. The Panel considers that victims should not be obliged to continue to take
part in proceedings when they no longer wish to do so. The Panel notes in this
regard that [REDACTED] wishes to withdraw from participation due to safety
concerns [REDACTED].®

7. Before authorising the withdrawal of [REDACTED], the Panel will assess
whether the notification of withdrawal formulated by the victim was voluntary
and informed. The Panel observes in this regard that the declaration was duly
signed by [REDACTED] on [REDACTED]” and the Panel considers that nothing

suggests that the declaration was anything but voluntary and informed.
8. The Panel also notes Victims” Counsel’s request that [REDACTED].
V. DISPOSITION

9. For these reasons, the Panel hereby:

a) APPROVES the withdrawal of [REDACTED] as a victim participating
in the proceedings;
b) TERMINATES [REDACTED] status as participating victim in the

present proceedings; and

c) ORDERS that [REDACTED].

5 [REDACTED].
¢ Notification, para. 5 and footnote 4 and references contained therein; Annex to the Notification.
7 Annex to the Notification.
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W%%zx/?gz

Judge Charles L. Smith, III

Presiding Judge

Dated this Wednesday, 23 April 2025
At The Hague, the Netherlands.
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